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After scribbling these words, and while Sir Edward Clarke
was making his statement, he hurriedly left the Old Bailey
with Lord Alfred Douglas in his brougham ; he was ob-
served to drive to the offices of Sir George Lewis in Ely
Place.
As soon as Lord Queensbeny had been discharged, an-
other letter was written on behalf of the defence :
" 37 Norfolk Street, Strand.
" Hon. Hamilton Cuffe,
" Director of Public Prosecutions,
" Whitehall.
re Oscar Wilde.
" DEAR SIR,
" In order that there may be no miscarriage of justice,
I think it my duty to send at once to you a copy of all our
witnesses3 statements, together with a copy of the short-
hand notes of the trial.
" Yours faithfully,
" CHARLES RUSSELL."
Wilde's interview with Sir George Lewis was not reassur-
ing. " What is the use of coming to me now ? " he said.
" All this trouble was perfectly unnecessary."
Wilde and Douglas then went to a private room at the
Holborn Viaduct Hotel. His carriage remained outside.
George Wyndham, M.P., Lord Alfred's cousin, came to see
them. He was to warn Wilde to escape abroad, as a warrant
might be issued for his arrest at any moment. But Wilde
would not see him. After luncheon, he drove from the Via-
duct Hotel to the Cadogan Hotel, where Alfred Douglas
was staying. He passed through Fleet Street, where he had
worked and written, along the Embankment, past the Savoy
Hotel, where he had dined so often, through the Mall and
Birdcage Walk, past the early flowers and green lawns of
St. James's and the Green Parks, till he reached his destina-
tion. On his way he stopped at a bank, where he drew a
considerable sum of money by a cheque payable to self. It
is impossible to withhold pity from this man of genius^ but